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duced several zones of vegetation each of which shows a more or less complete 
development according to the special local conditions. In the lowlands near 
the Mediterranean, protection against the droughts of the summer is the 
dominating feature. Irrigation has much altered the natural conditions. Be- 
tween 700 and 1700 meters of height, rainfall is abundant and regular. As 
the steepness of the slopes is not always favorable for agriculture, textile in- 
dustries and mining are combined with it. Still higher up, pastures predomi- 
nate. In those regions where sheep and cattle raising are almost the only 
occupation of the people, interesting social conditions have survived, the 
classical example of such a survival being described in the small community 
of Andorra. The description alone of this little known country would repay 
one for the study of the book. The author further describes the changes 
which modern economic conditions and methods are working in the original 
character of the country, and places especial emphasis on the necessity that 
the "biological equilibrium" must be maintained between mountains and 
plains if the country is to experience a healthy development, and that develop- 
ment must be in harmony with geographical character. The book is well 
illustrated with many pictures and diagrams, and a colored map. 

M. K. Genthe. 

Sprachgeographische Untersuchungcn aber den ostlichen Teil 
des katalanisch-languedokischen Grenzgebietes. Yon Dr. Karl 

Salow. 307 pp. Maps. Mitt, und Abhandl. aus dem Gebiet der roman. 

Philol., Seminar fiir roman. Sprachcn und Kultur. Beiheft 7, Jahrb. 

Hamburg. Wiss. Anstalten, Vol. 29, 1911. 1912. Mk. 20. 9x6% 
The first part of the book contains philological matter; the second 
part, based on the special investigations of the first, attempts the solution 
of the problem why the linguistic boundary between French (Languedocian) 
and Spanish (Catalan) does not follow the Pyrenees but runs north of them, 
along the southern ranges of the Courbieres Mts. The explanations offered 
are botjh geographical and historical. Geographically the Courbieres are a 
rocky range poorly watered and scantily populated, and they probably stopped 
the progress of the Pranks toward the Pyrenees. On the other hand, refugees 
from Spain, during the Moorish conquest, crossed the Pyrenees to seek pro- 
tection in the country north of them (and may have been prevented in their 
turn from proceeding farther northward by the Courbieres). As this hypothe- 
sis does not seem sufficiently proven to the author, he places greater emphasis 
on the historical causes for which he disposes of better documentary evidence. 
Namely, that the province of Eoussillon, which corresponds approximately to 
the territory in question, has always been a political unit by itself. Its original 
inhabitants, of pre-Celtic stock, held their own so successfully during the 
Celtic conquest that their country struck the Romans as a province not belong- 
ing to Gaul, and they made a separate colonia of it. During the sixth century, 
the former colonia became a diocese by itself, and the boundaries both of the 
colonia and of the diocese correspond almost exactly to the linguistic boundary. 
Admitting the importance which political lines of demarcation may have in 
the development of languages, the geographer will notwithstanding emphasize 
the fact that even the Celtic occupation stopped at that mountain range, and 
ask the question why northern influences never succeeded in asserting them- 
selves farther south — a question which the purely historical explanation leaves 
unanswered. M. K. Genthe. 

Die Niederelbe. Von Eichard Linde. 4. Auflage. Land & Leute Mono- 

graphien zur Erdkunde, Nr. 28. 202 pp. Maps, ills. Velhagen & Klas- 

ing, Leipzig, 1913. Mk. 4. 10 x 7. 

This is an intensive study of the flood plain of the tidewater Elbe, which 

consists of the following belts: river, overflowed land, levee, marsh, moor, 

dune, and the margin of the upland geest. These parallel topographic belts 

are further diversified by transverse soil zones of marine sands, brackish water 

clays, and true river alluvium. The reaction of these physical features upon 

the life of the people constitutes the major theme. 
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Walled in by their dikes, the dwellers of the marsh districts have lived in 
marked isolation from each other and the world, with "cantonal disunion" as 
a result. Each little strip of marsh styles itself a ' ' land, ' ' and is characterized 
by distinctive traits and institutions. The particularism is heightened by the 
Elbe, which has always acted as a barrier between the two sides of its flood 
plain. 

The greatest problem of the people has been the control of the water, 
both river and underground. Out of the ' ' age-long war with the never-resting 
foe" the dike communities have emerged as victors. In this contest has been 
moulded the character of the marsh fanner, distinguished by doggedness, 
hard sense, and independence. In these lowlands has been developed the 
haughtiest breed of German bauern, who still carry coats of arms like noblemen. 

The latter part of the book considers the causes which are responsible for 
the great expansion of Hamburg, and those which so long retarded its growth. 

On the whole the author analyzes the geographical control of racial traits 
and social institutions, rather than of economic activities. In this delicate 
task he has succeeded remarkably well. He knows his region intimately, and 
writes of it feelingly. He has kept a clear eye and a warm heart at his task. 
The work has been decorated with the Great Medal of Honor by the High 
Senate of Hamburg. C. O. Satjer. 

Hungary's Fight for National Existence, or the History of the Great 
Uprising Led by Francis Bakoczi II. By Ladislas Baron Hengelmiiller. 
xx and 342 pp. Map, index. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1913. $3.25. 
9x6. 

"With the promise that in a later volume he will complete his history, the 
Ambassador of the Empire-Kingdom discusses one of the critical episodes in 
the life of the Hungarian nation. Any one who has ever felt stirred by 
Magyar enthusiasm and the passionate sentiment of proud nationality when 
the bands strike up the Bakoczi March may well feel curious to discover why 
so little information is available for the satisfaction of a natural desire to 
know something about Francis Bakoczi. They form but a small group, these 
national heroes; we cannot afford to be ignorant of any who have attained 
these laurels. This is the first work in English by means of which we could 
make the acquaintance of Bakoczi. Baron .Hengelmiiller has had access to 
many documents recently brought to light and has drawn therefrom a clear 
narrative of the Magyar struggle for national integrity down to the breaking 
off of the peace negotiations in 1706. 

Handbook of Baltic and White Sea Loading Ports, including 
Denmark. Bevised edit. By J. F. Myhre. 576 pp. Maps. W. Eider 
& Son, London, 1913. 21s. 9% x 6%. 

Covers all Baltic ports. The descriptive text is illustrated by black and 
white maps giving cartographic data as to harbors and coast contours. 

Tinlande et Finlandais. Ouvrage publifi sous la direction de Werner 
Soderhjelm. Par E. Hornborg, E. Jarnstrom and others. 330 pp. A. 
Colin, Paris, 1913. Fr. 3.50. 7% x 5. 

The unpretentious volume is supposed, as Prof. Soderhjelm modestly puts 
it, to give the reader "a few general notions on the different aspects of life 
in Finland, ' ' to serve as a means of orientation, as it were, for those interested 
in the recent political changes to which the country has been subjected, and 
to create a desire for a more thorough study of the country. To obtain this 
end, the efforts of a number of authors, each an authority on his subject, have 
been combined to write on the following topics: Geography, ethnology, history, 
and the parliamentary system, are described by E. Hornberg; intellectual 
culture and public schools, by E. Jarnstrom; Finnish art, especially in com- 
parison with French art, by A. Hartman; Finnish music, with a special 
appreciation of Jean Sibelius, by O. Andersson; Feminism in Finland, by Emma 
Saltzmann; Sports and hygiene, by E. Lampen; the industrial development, by 



